that he would contact safety -committee chairman David Laurie
at his home to advise him of the situation.  Mr. Turpin had no
authority to act as a safety committeeman at that time on the
day shift because he was filling in as the safety committeeman
on the midnight shift (Tr. 46).  Mr. Laurie could not be
located, and Mr. Harmon left the mine and went home to await a
call from Mr. Laurie, but he did not call him that day (Tr.
47).  Mr. Harmon confirmed that he did not initially call any
Federal or state mine officials because he wanted to clear it
first with Mr. Laurie.  Mr. Harmon also confirmed that he was
aware of the fact that he could have called in the mine inspec-
tors on his own, but opted not to do so without first consult-
ing Mr. Laurie (Tr. 49).

Mr. Harmon stated that before leaving the mine, he heard
Mr. Krynicki give orders for the oncoming shift to continue
doing cleanup work at the accident scene, and Mr. Harmon
assumed that additional coal trips would continue to travel
through the area (Tr. 50).  Although he could have returned
to the area on the midnight shift to talk to the miners about
any dangerous conditions, and possibly advise them of their
individual rights not to work in the area that he considered
to be dangerous, Mr. Harmon stated that "that thought never
entered my mind." Mr. Harmon stated that his intent was to
contact Mr. Laurie so that they could both visit the area to
decide what to do.  Mr. Harmon confirmed that he did not
return to the mine during the next intervening afternoon
shift, and was still trying to contact Mr. Laurie.  He
returned to the mine on the next midnight shift, which was
his next sheduXed "safety run," and encountered Mr. Laurie at
that time (Tr. 53) .

Mr. Harmon stated that after making Mr. Laurie aware of
the situation, they went to the accident area and observed
the work that had been done.  Several men were still working
in the area, and safety precaution lights had been installed.
Most of the arches were not strapped, and Mr. Laurie climbed
up and looked at the roof conditions, and agreed with
Mr. Harmon's assessment that the roof over the arches was
still bad.  Mr. Harmon stated that he was concerned that the
arches were not completely installed, and since the bad top
was still there, he was afraid that if it fell, it would
affect the arches.  Mr. Laurie was of the opinion that the
work could have been completed within an hour or so, and he
wanted to close the area down until the work was finished.
Company safety escort Ben Strahin advised Mr. Laurie that a
coal trip was coming, and it passed through the area.  At
that point in time, Mr. Turpin and Mr. Harmop advised
Mr. Laurie that they would back him up in any decision to
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